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Beyond the Bin

1. Examine recycling, composting and donation: 

The ‘bin’ mindset.

2. Review stages of a product's lifecycle.

3. Discuss waste prevention, reuse and repair 

actions and initiatives.
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Upstream: The impacts from extracting materials, producing or manufacturing 
the product, and transporting and storing or displaying the product.

Downstream: The impacts after a product is used or discarded.



Beyond the Bin

Example: Carbon Impact

ONE PLASTIC

WATER BOTTLE

End-of-life = small % of a product’s carbon emissions

ONE POUND OF 

BEEF
ONE 

COMPUTER ONE 

PAIR OF JEANS
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Downstream impacts (recycling)

▪ Recycling contamination.

▪ Plastic scrap import bans.

▪ Plastics on land and water.

Upstream impacts

▪ Oil used in production and transportation.

▪ Water taken from community groundwater 

and aquifers.

▪ Impact on ecosystems higher than tap 

water.



Beyond the Bin

Reconsider.
Reduce.
Reuse.
Repurpose.
Give away.

Packaging



Upstream impacts

▪ Land, water, chemicals used to grow or 
raise wasted food.

▪ Farm workers exposed to chemicals and 
exploitative working conditions.

▪ U.S. imports are a major threat to 
biodiversity abroad.

Downstream impacts (composting)

▪ Increased food costs

▪ Hunger persists

▪ Forever chemicals from food packaging



Beyond the Bin

Reduce.
Plan meals.
Shop smart. 
Choose imperfect.
Keep it fresh.
Prep foods.
Donate.
Give away.

Edible Food



Upstream impacts

• Most emissions impact is in 

production.

• Mine tailings pollute waterways.

• Mining fuels political conflict.

Downstream impacts (recycling)

• Cannot recover materials during 

recycling.

• Grinding, burning, melting causes 

health problems.

• Leftover piles burden communities 

and waterways.



Beyond the Bin

Reconsider.
Borrow.
Buy used.
Buy well.
Maintain.
Repair.
Sell.
Donate.
Give away.

Electronics



Downstream impacts (donation)

• Disposal of excess clothing in 

rivers, burn pits

• Used clothing import bans

• Undermining local textile 

industries

Upstream impacts

• Textile production is water and 

chemical intensive.

USED STUFF



Beyond the Bin

Clothing
Reconsider.
Borrow.
Buy used.
Buy well.
Maintain.
Repair.
Sell.
Give away.
Repurpose.

USED 

STUFF



Beyond the Bin

Reconsider.
Borrow. 
Find used.
Refurbish. 
Repair. 
Repurpose.
Sell. 
Donate. 
Give away.

Everything
Else

Forest Grove Senior 
and Community 

Center



Beyond the Bin decision hierarchy

Reduce

Reuse, extend the life, get the most of 
value

Recycling Compost LandfillEnergy



?

Questions? WashingtonCountyRecycles.com

503-846-3605

Recycle@WashingtonCountyOR.gov

What now?
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